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Ukraine: Flashpoint 


for Inter-Imperialist War? 


Yx Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 


Yx The dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP. 


v« Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator- 
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion. 


Xx While the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism. 


v«Communism means working collectively 

to build a worker-run society. We will abol- 
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment, 

communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens. 


¥«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig- 
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
Class. 


«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


v«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party. 


veCommunism means that the minds of mil- 
lions of workers must become free from reli- 
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana- 
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 


v«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 


communist organizers. J oin Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email 

desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail 

Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet 


www.plp.org 


Twitter, Facebook, Instagram: 
@PLPchallenge 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 


CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro- 
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL- 
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ- 
ual. 


While an article may be written by one per- 
son, the final version is based on collective dis- 
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009- 
1049) published bi-weekly by Challenge Peri- 
odicals. 1 issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: 
$15. Send address changes to CHALLENGE 
Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, 
January 5, 2022°Volume 54 No. 1 
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The bourgeoisie of all countries ... covers its preda- 
tory aims with “national” ideology, [which] inevitably 
creates ... revolutionary sentiments in the masses. Our 
duty is to help make these sentiments conscious. 


--Vladimir Lenin, “Turn Imperialist War Into Civil 
War” (1915) 


Russia’s massing of troops on the border of U.S.- 
backed Ukraine is one more step toward World War III. 
Notwithstanding the Joe Biden-Vladimir Putin video 
conference “in an effort to defuse a growing military cri- 
sis” (New York Times, 12/7), the U.S. and Russia are ona 
collision course. Politicians represent the capitalist rul- 
ing class interests behind them, the biggest banks and 
corporations. Since there are limited markets to control 
and limited resources and workers to exploit, the U.S. 
and Russian capitalist gangs are locked in a constant, 
deadly competition. 


The U.S. has called the shots for the old liberal world 
order for the last 75 years. But with a rising China and 
a resurgent Russia, and U.S. rulers weakened by a deep 
split in their own ranks, their days of supremacy may be 
numbered. As in the run-up to World War I, the decay of 
an established order creates extreme volatility. Finance 
capital, the U.S. bosses’ dominant wing, has less and less 
control over world events. A seemingly minor confronta- 
tion could spark a bloody big-power conflict and a nu- 
clear war. 


Only a communist revolution can end these devas- 
tating imperialist rivalries by smashing nationalism and 
replacing it with working-class internationalism. Only 
a communist society, where money and profit are abol- 
ished and production is geared to workers’ needs, can 
serve the interests of our class. 


Russia strikes back 


Russia’s massing of 120,000 troops on the Ukraine 
border may be a warning to stop the U.S.-led North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization from bringing Ukraine and 
Georgia into its military alliance. Russia is also respond- 
ing to “plans by some NATO members to set up military 
training centers in Ukraine” (AP, 11/24) and reported 
U.S. military drills just 12 miles from Russia’s border 
(The Sun, 11/26). Ukraine is a critical export corridor 
into Europe for oil and gas, the main source of wealth for 
Russian capitalists. 


After the collapse of the former Soviet Union in the 
early 1990s, U.S. rulers settled on a policy of “contain- 
ment” to encircle Russia and prevent its re-emergence 
as a global superpower. The U.S. pushed NATO to absorb 
former Warsaw Pact (World War II Soviet-led, anti NATO 
alliance) states like Poland and Hungary, and, in 2004, 
the former Soviet Republics of Latvia, Lithuania and Es- 
tonia. Strategically located Ukraine is a lynchpin of this 
U.S. strategy. 


But in the name of profit, Russian imperialist rulers 
have struck back. Along with a series of military incur- 
sions—from Georgia and Syria to the seizure of Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014—Russia has aggressively courted 
U.S. rivals like Iran and Venezuela. It has engineered 
the massive Nord Stream 2 pipeline to export its oil and 
gas to Europe via the Baltic Sea, bypassing Ukraine— 
so much for containment! U.S. bosses have continued 
to back Ukraine's nationalist ruling class, sending $2.5 
billion in military assistance since 2014, a time when 
Ukraine's government was stocked with ministers from 
the openly Nazi Svoboda Party (Reuters, 3/18/14). Along 
with a dozen other NATO countries, the U.S. has signifi- 
cant numbers of military advisers in Ukraine. 


As Russia continues to threaten an invasion, the lim- 
ited U.S. response—possible economic sanctions—ex- 
poses its ever-weakening position. In their imperialist 
proxy war, the bosses killed tens of thousands of lives in 
Eastern Ukraine with Russian-backed separatists. As the 
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conflict in this region expands, it’s the working class that 
will be fighting and dying for the bosses’ profits. 


Nationalism: dead end for workers 


After the great communist revolutions in Russia 
and China, workers were freed from capitalist exploi- 
tation on one-third of the globe. At one time, the old 
communist movement vigorously promoted proletarian 
internationalism. But because of concessions to rotten 
capitalist ideas like higher wages for “experts” and an 
emphasis on production over politics, the international 
working class was left wide open to nationalist ideology. 
Nationalism is an essential tool for rulers to convince 
workers to be slaughtered in imperialist wars for “their 
country.” The world’s bosses, a tiny minority of the pop- 
ulation, must rely on the working class to win their bat- 
tles for them. Following the example of Russian soldiers 
in World War I, internationalist class consciousness can 
lead working-class soldiers and sailors to turn their guns 
around—and fire on the ruling-class warmakers! 


Since the end of the Cold War and the dismantling 
of the Soviet Union, the threat of an imperialist alliance 
between Russia and China has petrified the U.S. ruling 
class. The U.S. bosses would be left at a huge numerical 
disadvantage in troops, tanks, and warships, as well as 
in nuclear weapons (Sun, 11/26). Over the last decade, 
China’s capitalist rulers have seen growing U.S.-Russia 
tensions as an opportunity to forge closer ties to Russia’s 
bosses. Joint air and naval exercises last month, includ- 
ing “bomber flights into Japanese and South Korean air 
defense zones,” led to “a new pact to further deepen de- 
fense ties” (Al Jazeera, 11/25). Russia is the number-two 
exporter of oil to China, after Saudi Arabia, while China 
has been a lead investor in Russian natural gas projects 
in Siberia (Al Jazeera, 11/25). 


U.S. "democracy" flimflam 


On December 9, Biden hosted a virtual “Summit for 
Democracy” to try to rally its allies against the so-called 
“autocracies” (or dictatorships) in Russia and China. 
In reality, all capitalist “democracies” are dictatorships 
of the capitalist bosses that will fight each other to the 
end for maximum profit. As the Council of Foreign Re- 
lations, the bosses’ top research and strategy institute, 
recently acknowledged, capitalist ruling classes “have 
little choice but to compete for power in what is at root a 
zero-sum game” (Foreign Affairs, November-December 
2021). 


If the past is any guide, the U.S. ruling class will de- 
ploy a media frenzy of nationalism and patriotism (and 
likely a 9/11-type provocation) to win workers to fight 
and die for JPMorgan Chase and ExxonMobil’s profits. 
But the U.S. bosses have an uphill battle to achieve their 
vision of all-class unity. The vicious split between the 
liberal racist Democratic bosses and the gutter racist Re- 
publicans has divided workers as well. Without a unified, 
multiracial armed forces and mass acceptance of a mili- 
tary draft, the U.S. rulers will be hard-pressed to prevail 
over the more disciplined rulers in Russia and China. 


Communist revolution 
is the only solution! 


The implosion of the Soviet Union and China’s re- 
turn to capitalism are both direct results of the poison 
of nationalism. Only with internationalism--the end of 
all borders, patriotism, racism, and sexism--can work- 
ers truly be freed. Progressive Labor Party needs to fight 
harder and more creatively to win masses of workers to 
our ideas on inter-imperialist rivalry and the inevitabil- 
ity of war under capitalism--in mass organizations, at 
our workplaces, with our neighbors, and especially in 
the military. As the ruling class prepares for World War 
III, we must organize to turn their imperialist wars into 
wars of communist liberation from capitalist savagery. 
Join us!& 
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Columbia student strikes vs. capitalism, needs PLP 
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dergraduate Student Workers of Columbia-UAW 
Local 2110 (STC-UAW) blared their chants as both 
retired professors and members of Progressive La- 
bor Party (PLP) joined the picket line along with 
many other supporters protesting Columbia Uni- 
versity. Protesters are pushing back against this in- 
stitution of “higher” education’s racist, profit-driven 
core. Despite its endowment of $14.4 billion, Co- 
lumbia claims it can’t afford to pay super-exploited 
student workers a living wage nor provide them 
with expanded health care coverage and greater 
protections against harassment and discrimina- 
tion. Scenes of the protest at Columbia illustrate 
the power of militant students and workers to force 
bosses not only to grant the short-term demands of 
this strike but also how to build a communist sys- 
tem run by workers without bosses. 


“Up, up, up with the workers! 
Down, down, down with bosses!" 


The notion that some students, mainly working 
class Black and Latin students, must work to earn 
their education while others are handed it for free is 
a racist practice implemented at colleges and uni- 
versities across the county. It’s time to smash this 
capitalist system and the education system that 
upholds it. Capitalist schools are designed to pro- 
tect the structures in place that allow inequality to 
thrive. Under communism, education will be avail- 
able to all at no cost and will be rooted in thought, 
collectivity, and ensuring all members of our class 
are taught skills and ideology that serve the greater 
good, not a profit system. 


Hundreds of members of the graduate and un- 
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This struggle has revealed once again how fear- 
ful bosses become when workers realize their true 
power at Columbia University and beyond. PLP 
distributed about 30 copies of CHALLENGE, and 
some picketers nodded their head when we said 
that the conflict at Columbia needs to become part 
of a larger collective campaign, like the struggles at 
CUNY (City University of New York) and many other 
campuses and workplaces all over the country. 
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Meanwhile, the bosses of the institution, scared 
of the political significance of this struggle, re- 
sorted to the same-old fear tactics to protect their 
financial interests, such as preserving President 
Lee Bollinger’s salary, apparently having earned 
$4.5 million in 2018 (Chronicle of Higher Educa- 
tion, 8/31/21). Administrators’ goals of suppress- 
ing rebellion backfired when, after threatening by 
email to fire strikers who did not return to work by 
December 10, student workers responded with out- 
rage rather than fear (NYT, 12/3/21). 


At the height of the protest, a 10-foot banner 
reading “Fair Contract Now” set the backdrop for 
hundreds of protestors blocking campus entranc- 
es and preventing students from attending class, 
joined by NYU, Fordham and CUNY faculty union 
members, and members of Teamsters Local 804. 
Buses and trucks blew horns in support. 


Class struggle is necessary, but 
workers need communism! 


We need to find ways to make these short-term 
limited struggles part of a larger battle to disman- 
tle a racist capitalist system. When we fight and win 
limited reforms for better pay, health care, reduced 


tuition, or classes that teach our real history, we 
should use them as resources for the larger fight to 
overthrow capitalism altogether. We need revolu- 
tionary thinking for a new world and need to recruit 
militant Black, Latin, Asian, immigrant, and white 
working-class students and their teachers into ex- 
panding these reform struggles into a revolutionary 
movement and an education for communist libera- 
tion. Columbia student strikers are already helping 
provide this important education. 


For example, when about 500 protesters dem- 
onstrated on October 28 and then disrupted Presi- 
dent Bollinger's "Freedom of Speech and Press" 
classroom chanting: "Bollinger in your ivory tower, 
we'll fight you with union power." 


The Columbia student workers’ unionization 
drive and strike are part of a seesaw wave of ac- 
tions by graduate students that has been sweeping 
the country since 2000 when the National Labor 
Relations Board first ruled that graduate students 
at NYU could unionize — only to reverse that deci- 
sion in 2004. When this decision got reversed again 
in 2016, it opened the door for Columbia student 
workers to unionize with SWC-UAW Local 2110, 
and to include undergraduate as well as graduate 
student workers, an egalitarian step that counters 
the divisive tendency to separate workers into dif- 
ferent categories. 


Graduate student organizing drives and strikes 
have taken place at the University of California at 
Santa Cruz, Harvard, University of Michigan, Rut- 
gers University, and many other campuses. The 
UAW (United Auto Workers) has helped lead these 
campus struggles, but its total reliance on Demo- 
cratic Party politicians and labor board decisions 
is a huge weakness because without shutting down 
the whole campus, Columbia strikers have a lim- 
ited capacity to challenge the University which has 
already dragged out the contract struggle for two 
years. 


These student strikes — like the growing wave 
of strikes in industry, of coal miners in Alabama, 
and workers at Nabisco, Frito-Lay, Kellogg as well 
as near strikes in the television industry, healthcare, 
and other areas - all are in response to the growing 
economic crisis of capitalism, which has seen work- 
ers’ wages go down while CEO salaries and corpo- 
rate profits soar. The root of the problem is not the 
Columbia budget but capitalism itself. It should be 
our goal to be part of these struggles with the goal 
of building personal ties and turning limited union 
struggles into a larger revolutionary communist 
movement.® 


Bring down Bowser’s bogus housing bargains 


WASHINGTON DC, November 20 - 50 peo- 
ple including members of Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) marched in front of DC’s Black, liberal Mayor 
Muriel Bowser’s home today to protest Bowser end- 
ing the DC eviction moratorium. The moratorium, 
put in place during the Covid-19 pandemic, pre- 
vented landlords from evicting tenants, a protec- 
tion of basic human needs that is only necessary 
under a capitalist society that prioritizes profit and 
rent over safety. 


The federal eviction moratorium was struck 
down by the Supreme Court on August 27 and the 
local DC one ended on July 25. The ending of the 
moratorium put workers in DC who are behind on 
their rent payments into crisis as landlords are now 
able to evict them. The number of people who can't 
pay rent has skyrocketed as the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to rage and expose capitalism in crisis. 
The DC housing fund for tenant relief ran out so 
quickly that the “Stay DC” application for rental re- 
lief closed on October 27 even as workers continue 
to lose their jobs and struggle to make rent (Wash- 
ington Post, 10/14). 


Having a place to live is a necessity, but like all 
the other needs of the working class, for the capital- 
ists, housing is only about making profits. As long 
as we live under capitalism our needs will never be 
met. Under capitalism housing, healthcare, food, 
everything our class needs are only vehicles for 
profit. No money, no home is capitalism’s mantra. 
Our needs will be met when we run society for the 
working class. Only communism, where resources 
are provided to each according to need, can do that. 
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DC politicians 
serve the developers 


Federal funds are not expected to be distributed 
for tenant relief until March 2022, so the most vul- 
nerable of us are in danger of being evicted at any 
moment. To add insult to injury, Mayor Bowser just 
launched her yearly “Home for the Holidays” cam- 
paign, which seeks to find homes for homeless in- 
dividuals, while at the same time doing nothing to 
stop the current wave of evictions. She is just throw- 
ing scraps to DC residents to maintain good PR, ex- 
posing her racist hypocrisy. 

The rally was lively with chants, pro-tenant- 
themed carols, and speeches. The rally demanded 
that Mayor Bowser fund temporary rental relief 
programs such as Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program (ERAP) and reinstate the local eviction 
moratorium. The very idea of guaranteed housing 
for the DC working class terrifies Bowser and the 
bosses because that would eat into the profits made 
by her allies among developers and landlords. Cap- 
italism requires maximum profits, so such goals are 
“off the table” for the bosses. Black and Latin work- 
ers especially are facing evictions and Bowser’s ac- 
tions will sharpen this racist attack on our class. By 
sharing CHALLENGE and having conversations 
with other protesters, PLers brought the message 
that full, decent housing for the working class can 
only be achieved through a communist revolution 
in which workers themselves guarantee that basic 
needs like housing are available to all. 


Fighting against evictions and 
fighting for communism 


www.plp.org 


At the event, community leaders and members 
discussed how horribly the DC bosses treat the 
working class. One speaker, who is currently home- 
less, observed that DC was already terrible at hous- 
ing individuals before the pandemic. In fact, he 
said that when he submitted his application for DC 
housing assistance in 2007, he wasn’t contacted by 
officials until 2019. Eight months later, he was told 
that he didn’t actually qualify. 


Another speaker, who came in solidarity, la- 
mented that rent-control doesn’t exist for seniors 
and that she sees numerous people—mainly Black, 
Latin and Asian—in the tent cities popping up 
around DC. She rightly observed that this is only 
happening because of capitalism. 


Capitalist society, led by the profit-motive, cru- 
elly leaves the elderly and the poor to fend for them- 
selves for shelter each night, even though there are 
more than 15 million vacant homes across the U.S. 
(Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Q3 2021). This 
serves several purposes: 1) it keeps housing prices 
higher when housing isn't distributed based on 
need and 2) it keeps wages lower when workers are 
scared they could become homeless. 


While the rally primarily sought reforms to 
make our current society more livable, the only way 
to permanently end homelessness is to smash capi- 
talism with a communist revolution. 


A workers’ state, led by an international, work- 
er-led communist Party would guarantee housing 
to all workers. Shelter would be distributed based 
on need rather than based on whatever enriches 
the bosses the most. Join the PLP and help us work 
towards this future!® 
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CUNY: ‘New Deal’ 


IS 


for imperialist war preparations 
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QUEENS, December 11 — More than 700 stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff at the City University of 
New York (CUNY) marched from LaGuardia Com- 
munity College to the CUNY School of Law today 
in protest against racist budget cuts, tuition in- 
creases, and chronic underfunding. The march was 
called by the Professional Staff Congress (PSC), un- 
ion misleaders whose reformist action is stopping 
short at demands for a “New Deal for CUNY.” Ten- 
sions within the march were palpable as misleaders 
fought for liberal reforms, while many students and 
marchers, including members of Progressive Labor 
Party (PLP), chanted loudly for militancy and an 
overthrow of an education system that continues 
to put the needs of its working class students last. 


Yes, we must join our class brothers and sisters 
in the streets and fight for these small demands, 
but we must also never lose sight that ultimately 
racist capitalism can never be reformed. Only com- 
munism can give us the education system the in- 
ternational working class deserves. 


PSC’s “New Deal” lists free tuition; increased 
faculty-to-student ratios; and more funding for 
student mental health counselors and academic 
advisors, as some of its demands. While there is 
nothing inherently wrong with each of these re- 
quests, PLP remains clear that these asks will never 
truly be provided at a university that is run for and 
by capitalist bosses. 

Members and friends of the revolutionary com- 
munist PLP sharpened the struggle at the march, 
highlighting the “New Deal’s” contradictions by 
distributing leaflets, copies of CHALLENGE, and 
connecting with coworkers to expose the toxic 
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liberalism of the PSC misleaders and Democratic 
Party. 


Liberals’ "New Deal’= same old 
racist sham 


The PSC misleadership put on a lukewarm 
show of performative rebellion with tired speeches 
alongside a rogues’ gallery of politicians. Among 
the fake-leftist guest speakers were New York State 
Attorney General Letitia James and Public Advo- 
cate Jumaane Williams, two Black Democratic mis- 
leaders that have been put into power to dampen 
the revolutionary spirit of young Black and Latin 
workers. 


Some among CUNY’s 525,000 mostly Black and 
immigrant students and 29,000 PSC members were 
deceived into supporting these politicians as al- 
ternatives to worsening racist and sexist capitalist 
crises. But beneath the empty speeches the “New 
Deal” is nothing more than protection for the same 
racist capitalist system that has spurred us to take 
these streets in the first place. 


Free tuition, the centerpiece of the “New Deal,” 
might have been a bolder proposal decades ago 
when tuition was first imposed in 1976. But no 
matter how many PSC misleaders’ speeches try 
to spin it, free tuition is an utterly limited demand 
and does nothing to attack the capitalist cause of 
racist educational inequality in the first place. 


Today, 66 percent of CUNY students already at- 
tend tuition-free through financial aid and schol- 
arships but are saddled with expenses that double 
the cost of tuition or more. It’s these supplemen- 
tal fees that hold back and hinder opportunities 
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for Black and immigrant students but fall to the 
wayside as liberals congratulate themselves under 
the guise of charity (Vox, 2/13/20). 


In addition to free tuition, university-wide full 
healthcare, childcare, housing, food stipends, text- 
books, transit fares, tutoring, and work-study pro- 
grams, irrespective of immigration status, should 
be among the PSC’s MINIMUM demands for stu- 
dents and faculty. These incremental needs, all of 
which rack up a hefty price tag, aren't even consid- 
ered in the proposed and short sighted deal. 


Fake leftist politicians like James and Williams 
know all this. But the government, courts and kk- 


' kops serve the capitalist state, not the working 


class. Wall Street bankers and lawyers fill CUNY’s 
Board of Trustees not by accident, but because the 
role of universities under capitalism is to repro- 
duce and protect this racist system. 


Rank-and-file leadership of communists and 
antiracist fighters in the PSC membership must or- 
ganize alongside students for strikes against CUNY, 
racism and imperialism, and turn our campuses 
into “schools for communism” as the old commu- 
nist movement did nearly a century ago. 


1930s: Red-led students, faculty 
fought like hell 


In the 1930s capitalism was under crisis during 
the Great Depression, and in the middle of it all the 
old Communist Party organized industries as well 
as the Teachers’ Union (TU) and College Teachers’ 
Union (CTU) in cities like NYC. 


Communist-led students and faculty in the 
TU/CTU fought back and won demands like ten- 


f ure, higher pay and better classroom conditions. 
| They won by uniting Black and white students and 


faculty in the classrooms through internationalism 
and militant antiracism against Jim Crow through 
campaigns like the Scottsboro Boys. They also or- 
ganized to expelracists and Nazi sympathizers 
from campuses. 


PLP has analyzed the mistakes of the old move- 
ment elsewhere, and as we continue to learn from 
the revolutionaries before us, PLers today fight 
to revive the rank-and-file militancy of that era in 
every classroom and union meeting to build a mass 
Party for communist revolution. 


Discontent and dissatisfaction with the PSC 
misleaders at today’s event was expressed by many 
colleagues. Our task is transforming those feelings 
into action to build student-worker- faculty unity 
through sharpening local campus struggles and 
continuing to build our growing Party study-action 
groups. 


Bosses "Deals" are preparation 
for imperialist war 


Even if passed, no bosses’ “New Deal” has ever 
or will ever save the working class. The U.S. bosses 
have their sights set only on saving their sagging 
blood-soaked empire. They want our students and 
youth to fight and die for it in wider imperialist 
wars against their working class sisters and broth- 
ers in other countries. 


Tellingly, the “New Deal for CUNY” apes the 
bosses’ Great Depression-era New Deal, by liberal 
Democrat president Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
FDR’s New Deal was a racist attack on Black and 
immigrant workers that did not end the Great De- 
pression — World War II did. Government spend- 
ing on WWII was 10 times the amount that it spent 
on the New Deal. The U.S. capitalist class ramped 
up its war production and set the stage for the dec- 
ades-long world dominance of U.S. imperialism, 
while the then-communist led Red Armies in the 
Soviet Union and China defeated the bulk of the 
Nazi and Japanese fascists. 


With U.S. imperialism now on the decline 
against rising Chinese and resurgent Russian im- 
perialism, imperialist world war and fascism are 
once again on the horizon. Only the international 
working class can smash capitalism once and for 
all. From NYC to Moscow to Beijing, PLP fights to 
build a mass Red Army to fight for a new revolu- 
tionary communist world, not another capitalist 
“Deal”! Students, workers and faculty, JOIN PLP! 
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Art for antiracists 


Elizabeth Catlett: from the 
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masses, to the masses 


Elizabeth Catlett, a Black artist and teacher, 
drew inspiration from the working-class struggles of 
her family and neighbors and from the long history 
of multiracial struggles for civil rights and egalitari- 
anism. She urged all Black artists to contribute to 
the fight against racism through their subject mat- 
ter, to shun segregated exhibitions, and to make art 
that would reach a broad audience. In a 1961 speech 
to the National Congress of Negro Artists in Wash- 
ington, DC, in the spirt of the communist principle, 
“from the masses, to the masses,” Catlett said: “If we 
are to reach the mass of Negro people with our art, 
we must learn from them; then let us seek inspira- 
tion in the Negro people — a principal and never- 
ending source.” 


Catlett’s own art consisted of semi-abstract figu- 
ral sculptures, large and small, and prints, either li- 
notypes or lithographs. The sculptures, carved from 
wood or stone or cast in bronze, deemphasize de- 
tails to indicate monumental heads, powerful bod- 
ies, and, on occasion, clenched fists. In one moving 
political work, Homage to My Young Black Sisters 
(1968), a female figure lifts her head and raises her 
fist in the international gesture of solidarity. Some 
of Catlett’s large sculpture can be found in pub- 
lic spaces pieces like Olmec Bather at the National 
Polytechnical Institute in Mexico City or People of 
Atlanta in Atlanta’s City Hall. 


In her prints, Catlett created powerful images of 
Black people and also workers in Mexico, where she 
lived for many years. Sharecropper (1970) depicts a 
white-haired Black woman with strongly chiseled 
features and a straw hat, looking up and over her 
shoulder. The color linotype Malcolm X Speaks for 
Us (1969) reflects Catlett’s identification with the 
civil rights struggles of the times. Other subjects in- 
clude Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Thurgood 
Marshall, Frederick Douglass, and Phillis Wheatley, 
the African-born poet who was enslaved in Boston 
and died in poverty at the age of 31. 


A passionate teacher 


Catlett was born in Washington in 1915, in the 
heart of Jim Crow racism, the daughter of a public 
school teacher and a truant officer. Her father died 
before she was born. Catlett planned to attend the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh for 
an art degree, but her scholarship was revoked when 
the administration discovered she was Black. She 
wound up studying design and painting at Howard, 
the historically Black university, with financial help 
from her mother until a scholarship came through. 
After earning her Masters of Fine Arts at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, she taught briefly at a college in Texas 
and then directed the art department at Dillard Uni- 
versity, the leading Black college in New Orleans. 
Teaching would be her lifelong passion. 


In 1941, the year she married fellow artist Charles 
White, Catlett’s career took off with a first prize at the 
American Negro Exposition for her sculpture, Moth- 
er and Child. The couple moved to New York, where 
Catlett studied with Ossip Zadkine, a Russian-born 
French émigré who urged her to adapt a more mod- 
ernist, simplified style, and to approach art from a 
“humanistic international viewpoint.” 


Later she explained that her approach was to 
begin with her personal experiences in the U.S. and 
then “be projected towards international under- 
standing, as our blues and spirituals do. They are 
our experience, but they are understood and felt 
everywhere’ (Romare Bearden and Henry Hender- 
son, A History of African American Artists from 1792 
to the Present, 1993). 


After a teaching stint at Hampton Institute in 
Virginia, Catlett made a political leap upon return- 
ing to New York, where she joined the George Wash- 
ington Carver School, a left-leaning community art 
center, run on a shoestring, that filled the vacuum 
after the government’s WPA art centers folded in the 
early 1940s. For two years she taught sculpture and 
dressmaking. Like so many organizations fighting 
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racist segregation in that era, the Washington Carv- 
er School folded under pressure from anti-commu- 
nists. But working with the poor, proud, and strug- 
gling people of Harlem made a lasting impression 
on Catlett. 


Collectivity and 
struggle in Mexico 


In 1946, Catlett and White moved to Mexico, 
where she embarked on “Negro Women,” a series of 
15 linocuts. She took up printmaking with the Taller 
de Grafica Popular, a collective of communist and 
progressive artists, and studied the work of the great 
Mexican muralists: Diego Rivera, David Siqueiros, 
and José Clemente Orozco. After divorcing White, 
Catlett married painter and printmaker Francisco 
Mora and settled into life in Mexico. She raised 
three sons and thrived in working collectively with 
other artists. As she’d recall, “I learned that art is not 
something that people learn to do individually, that 
who does it is not important, but its use and its ef- 
fects on people are what is most important.” Later 
Catlett joined the faculty of the Escuela Nacionale 
de Bellas Artes, Universidad Nacional Autonoma 
de Mexico (UNAM), where she became head of the 
sculpture department until her retirement in 1976. 


A 


Kevin Whitfield, a cherished member of the 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP), died on August 12, 
2021 from Alzheimer’s disease. Kevin was born in 
Brooklyn in 1933 and spent part of his youth in the 
Panama Canal Zone. There he saw firsthand the 
horrible impact of U.S. imperialism on the lives of 
the local working class. This experience helped set 
Kevin on the path to a life committed to destroy- 
ing capitalism. Following World War II, his family 
returned to Queens, NYC where Kevin attended 
high school and later Columbia University study- 
ing Classics and languages. 


Kevin’s ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corps) 
financed college education required him to serve 
for more than four years in the Navy. As a U.S. na- 
val intelligence officer fluent in both Russian and 
German, Kevin was assigned to listen to Russian- 
language radio reports in the Far East. This gave 
him a unique perspective on the workings of both 
the U.S. and Russian militaries. He was forced to 
listen as fellow U.S. officers bragged about the 
genocide of three million Koreans killed during 
that war. Similarly, he witnessed the growing hy- 
pocrisy and imperialism of the once socialist So- 
viet Union. 


Fighting imperialism 
and racism 


After his Navy tour of duty, Kevin completed 
his PhD at Columbia and taught Classics at Co- 
lumbia, Wesleyan, Brooklyn College, and later 
UMass/Boston. With his background as a former 
Naval officer and Irish working-class boy who 
made good, Kevin could easily have become an 
academic star. Instead, when anti-Vietnam war 
students approached him, he gave them his full 


Always attuned to workers’ struggles, Catlett 
moved within communist, artistic and literary 
circles in Mexico City. In 1949, as she later told a 
member of Progressive Labor Party, she joined with 
striking railroad workers and their communist sup- 
porters. Subsequently she found herself harassed by 
the Mexican government, which hunted U.S. expa- 
triates considered by the EB.I. to be “subversives.” 
One night, when one of her sons was ill and her 
husband was out giving a concert, Mexican officials 
barged into her home and took her in for question- 
ing. She spent two nights in detention before her 
release. 


After Catlett became a Mexican citizen in the 
early 1960s, the U.S. government refused to issue 
her a visa to re-enter the U.S., a ban that wasn’t lift- 
ed until 1971, for her major exhibition at the Studio 
Museum in Harlem. Nevertheless, she was a contin- 
ued presence in the U.S. through her art, her partici- 
pation in exhibitions, and her large following. Until 
her death in 2012, in Cuernavaca, Mexico, Catlett 
never flagged in her opposition to segregation, her 
fightback against racism, and her championing of 
working-class women and men. © 
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LETTERS 


In pandemic, workers must 


give leadership 


The Covid-19 pandemic is raging 
again. Cases have gone up sevenfold in 
the U.S. in the last week. In other places in 
Europe and Africa, the cases from the new 
Omicron variant are already in the hun- 
dreds of thousands. This is a time for us to 
give leadership to our class. 


The ruling-class response to this has 
been to do nothing that would disrupt 
shopping and dining. The bosses’ leader- 
ship plans continue to “return to normal,” 
meaning keep the economy going and the 
money flowing—even as we are living in 
the midst of a capitalist medical holocaust 
that has killed over 5 million people and 
counting. 


Before Covid-19, what the bosses de- 
scribe as “normal” was horrible. In any 
case there is no going back there. This is 
a time for our Progressive Labor Party to 
provide leadership. We need to maintain re- 
lationships and be with the people we know 
and meet new friends. 


At the same time, the forms that capi- 
talism has created for doing that are a 
deadly risk for our class. Being unmasked 
indoors in a public place has become a dan- 
gerous activity. The only reason it contin- 
ues is because the ruling class rakes in so 
much money from restaurants, bars, par- 
ties, sporting events. 


This is a time to develop new ways of 
keeping our class united, of building rela- 
tionships, and giving leadership to the class 
struggle. 


None of us, or the ruling class, have 
any idea about the longterm consequences 
of the new Omicron variant or any other 
Covid-19 variants. Capitalists do not care 
how many workers die. But, we in PLP do! 


At this moment, we can give leadership 
on minimizing the risks while maintaining 
ties with the working class. We have to de- 
velop the best protocols we can based on 
the available information and lead on car- 
rying them out. 


We must not give in to the desire to 
throw out minimizing risks where we can. 
That is playing into the bosses’ hands. Boss- 
es don’t keep us safe—workers keep each 
other safe. With my friends, I keep gather- 
ings small and ask people to get tested on 


the day of and stay masked in public indoor 
spaces for a week before coming over. We 
got home testing kits, which are a necessary 
tool in defense against Covid-19. The kits 
are obscenely expensive and hence not ac- 
cessible to many working-class families. 


Many of us are forced into dangerous 
situations by our jobs. We can try to strug- 
gle against those where possible, as our 
best longterm defense against capitalist- 
spawned disasters like Covid-19 is building 
a) a culture of fightback and b) the Party for 
communism. 


The bosses are killing us by the millions 
right now! We must give leadership to our 
class that shows another path. 


tok 


Solidarity with miners as strike 
wages into winter 


Thanks to Progressive Labor Party’s 
(PLP) campaign to support the striking 
Alabama miners, thousands of workers 
and union members have gained awareness 
about the strike and what its stakes mean 
for the international working class. 


No matter the outcome of the strike we 
are also making progress on our priority of 
building a mass revolutionary communist 
PLP that will one day be capable of over- 
throwing capitalism. For even if the terrific 
victory of winning every demand is won, 
the capitalists still hold state power, and 
their kkkops will still protect their property 
from future strikes. What the bosses give 
today they take away tomorrow. These at- 
tacks on the Alabama miners, the nearby 
Bessemer Amazon workers, CSX railroad 
workers and workers everywhere will not 
stop until capitalism is smashed with a mul- 
tiracial communist revolution. 


That’s why the Black and white min- 
ers who have been reading and distribut- 
ing CHALLENGE, in modest but growing 
hand-to-hand networks, to the miners inter- 
ested in forming a study group all represent 
another kind of victory— for the interna- 
tional working class. Should communism 
finally return to the working class of the 
South, especially to the superexploited 
Black women workers, it would have an in- 
calculable impact on class struggle around 
the U.S. aAnd potentially, the world. 


After eight months of a bitter strike, 
the largest in Alabama’s history, winter is 
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support. His active opposition to the Vi- 
etnam War was a key factor in his denial 
of tenure at Wesleyan and Brooklyn Col- 
lege. 

In the early 1970’s Kevin met mem- 
bers of the International Committee 
Against Racism (InCAR) and joined the 
fight to build a multiracial, antiracist 
mass movement. A few years later, Kevin 
and his family moved to Boston, where 
he taught for nearly 10 years at UMass/ 
Boston. He helped build a large and in- 
fluential InCAR chapter that led to many 
young people joining PLP The UMass 
group became the key component in the 
many antiracist (often violent) battles 
against the Klan and other racist groups 
in Boston and Connecticut. This also in- 
cluded battles against racist police terror 
in Boston, Worcester and Lowell. Kevin’s 
efforts helped stop Klan organizing in 
Boston and New England. 


Fighting for communism 
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As a professor of classics (as well as 
philosophy and law), Kevin had a great 
knowledge not only of Greek and Latin, 

but also of ancient history. Unlike the 
idealists who one-sidedly glorified Athe- 
nian ‘democracy, Kevin would point 
out that Athens was a society based on 
slavery which conquered and oppressed 
other parts of the Mediterranean basin. 
He introduced thousands of students 
to communist ideas and participated in 
many campus struggles against budget 
cuts, racism, and military recruiters. Stu- 
dents would crowd into his office and 
enthusiastically discuss politics with 
him there or in the cafeteria. 


Kevin was a well studied and mod- 
est man who was always there when po- 
litical work needed to be done, whether 
writing, editing and distributing leaflets, 
attending antiracist rallies, or support- 
ing and advising comrades. He worked 
in community organizations fighting 
gentrification and evictions and built a 
communist base among his neighbors in 


www.plp.org 


bringing with it new challenges. There’s 
no sign of movement from the capital- 
ists of BlackRock and Vanguard and their 
dogs running the mine, the Warrior Met 
Coal bosses. The miners and their families 
have taken lower paid, part-time work and 
endure incredible sacrifices to keep their 
children and the strike alive. Miners and 
their families are succumbing to illnesses 
ranging from the seasonal to the terminal, 
and more than ever support is needed. We 
call on CHALLENGE readers to reach out 
to their base for even more support. If our 
CHALLENGE readership hasn’t already 
done so, we ask readers to make this a lo- 
cal campaign at their workplace and mass 
organization. Every letter of support has an 
impact on the miners, and they are read and 
shared, as well as support videos posted on 
social media. 


The miners and their families explained 
the importance of these forms of solidarity 
to PL’ers personally during a recent PLP 
visit to Alabama. Following up with our 
new friends and CHALLENGE readers 
since our August trip, PL’ers were warmly 
greeted and welcomed back even despite 
the incredible burdens of their daily lives. 
The miners and families related that de- 
spite the weariness and toll of the ongoing 
strike, they are holding on! With no plans 
of caving to Warrior Met bosses, some of 
the most important factors in sustaining the 
strike include the support coming in from 
around the U.S. and the world. Despite 
the capitalist news blackout, workers, es- 
pecially rank-and-file union workers, have 
resonated with the strike and built vitally 
important support networks including nu- 
merous virtual events to raise awareness 
and money. 


Everyone who can is encouraged to 
donate to the UMWA’s Strike Pantry and 
encourage your coworkers, fellow students, 
and mass organizations to send letters of 
support. Running the day-to-day operations 
of a strike for months on end is a Herculean 
logistical task led by the seemingly tireless 
Women’s Auxiliary, and donations to this 
PayPal Strike Pantry go directly to the min- 
ers and are essential for ensuring that the 
miners can continue to hold the strike. 


Donations to the Strike Pantry can be 
made at: https://www.paypal.me/UM- 
WAStrikePantry 


tO IK 


Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Serving the working class 


Kevin and his wife Pat always wel- 
comed people from all walks of life into 
their home for good food and provoca- 
tive conversation. You never heard Kevin 
complain. He was always comradely, 
gracious, and supportive, with an ability 
to make constructive criticisms without 
judgment. He lent a global and historical 
perspective to our meetings, struggled 
with us to follow the plans we had made, 
and learn from our mistakes. 


He modeled for other academics 
in the Party how to shed the arrogance 
that’s inherent in professional training 
and to use one’s position as a “highly 
educated” person to serve the working 
class in word and deed. He was a be- 
loved member of the PLP community in 
the Boston area. We will long remember 
Kevin’s many contributions. He will live 
on in our hearts, minds, and in our con- 
tinued fight back. 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


GLOSSARY 
COMMUNIST TERMS 


Fascism 
Capitalism’s response to 
a crisis of their system, 
when the bosses can no 
longer sustain the cha- 
rade of liberal democ- 
racy and resort to more 
direct control and state 
terror instead. Fascism is 
marked by the ruling cap- 
italists disciplining their 
own ranks to serve the 
urgent needs of the capi- 
talist state and weather 
the crisis. To defend their 
system from internal and 
external threats, they use 
all the means available in 
their state apparatus, in- 
cluding violence. To build 
unity within their class 
and loyalty from workers, 
they rely on nationalist 
politics and calls for sac- 
rifice. Their strategy is to 
mislead the working class 
to kill our working class 
sisters and brothers in the 
next inter-imperialist war. 


Big Fascists 


The Big Fascists are the 
dominant finance capi- 
talist faction of the U.S. 
ruling class. They repre- 
sent the wealthiest and 
most powerful bosses in 
the U.S., including multi- 
national banks like Chase 
and Citibank, multina- 
tional oil companies like 
ExxonMobil, the big au- 
tomakers, Boeing, Ama- 
zon, and the major media 
companies. As the domi- 
nant grouping since World 
War II, the Big Fascists 
were the architects of the 
liberal world order with 
the U.S. bosses on top. 
Their dominance rests on 
U.S. financial and military 
power and its strategic 
control of the Middle East 
and the flow of oil to Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Africa. To 
sustain this dominance, 
they need to rebuild a 
huge, multiracial military 
for inter-imperialist war, 
most likely with China. 


Small Fascists 


The Small Fascists are a 
group of domestically ori- 
ented U.S. capitalists who 
are challenging the Big 
Fascists over the direction 
of U.S. imperialism. Since 
their interests are less tied 
to controlling the flow of 
oil, they are against heavy 
taxation to keep troops 
in the Middle East and in 
general oppose costly mil- 
itary bases and invasions. 
They're willing to rely on 
a smaller, whiter army, 
backed by nuclear weap- 
ons and the Air Force. 
They use open racism to 
build a political following. 
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Robeson: antiracist worker, 
not capitalist figurehead 
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When racist mobs aimed rifles at Robeson attempting to stop his performance, the 
show went on when Black and white workers and World War II veterans acted as his 
personal bodyguards in Peekskill, New York, 1949. 


Continued from page 8 


bourgeois misleadership—Walter White, Roy 


Wilkins, Bayard Rustin, A. Philip Randolph, et al., 
the AFL, and bosses in the entertainment industry. 
Peekskill: kkkops and racists riot 


The bosses’ hatred of Robeson culminated in 
a fascist attack which succeeded in breaking up a 


scheduled concert where Robeson was to sing near 
Peekskill, NY on Saturday, August 27, 1949. The 
concert was rescheduled for Sunday, September 4. 
Several thousand guards of Black and white work- 
ers and veterans, communists, and supporters 
protected Robeson and the 20,000 concert-goers, 
while Robeson sang in the face of rifles aimed at 
him (Duberman, Paul Robeson 1988, p. 369). 


After the concert, state troopers forced depart- 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


U.S. and Chinese imperialism battle in 
mineral-rich Africa 


N.Y. Times, 11/21 — Tom Perriello saw it com- 
ing but could do nothing to stop it. André Kapanga 
too. Despite urgent emails, phone calls and per- 
sonal pleas, they watched helplessly as a company 
backed by the Chinese government took ownership 
from the Americans of one of the world’s largest co- 
balt mines ... located in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, which now figures prominently in Chi- 
na’s grip on the global cobalt supply. The metal has 
been among several essential raw materials needed 
for the production of electric car batteries — and is 
now critical to retiring the combustion engine and 
weaning the world off climate-changing fossil fuels. 


China’s pursuit of Congo's cobalt wealth is part 
of a disciplined playbook that has given it an enor- 
mous head start over the United States in the race 
to dominate the electrification of the auto industry, 
long a key driver of the global economy. 


Uranium, cobalt, copper and other ores from 
Congo are coveted for their extraordinary purity. 
They are of such high grade that waste piles from 
old mines often contain more cobalt and copper 
than most active mines elsewhere in the world. 


Russia threatens Ukraine and NATO with 


war 
Foreign Affairs, 12/10 -— Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has issued a stark ultimatum. In a 
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number of recent statements, he has demanded 
that the United States make “reliable and firm legal 
guarantees” that NATO [North American Treaty Or- 
ganization] will not expand eastward—or else, his 
entourage has hinted, Russia will invade Ukraine. 


Not only is a new large-scale invasion of 
Ukraine now on the table; Putin also hopes ulti- 
mately to rearrange Europe's security architecture 
to the detriment of the West. For too long, the West 
has declined to take Putin’s ambitions seriously and 
responded with delay, indecision, and weakness. It 
is time to meet them with strength ... That means 
making it plain that Ukraine is part of the West and 
a future member of the EU [European Union] and 
NATO and that Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity are non-negotiable. 


Farmers settle for reform in India 

India Times, 12/9 — Announcing an end to their 
over-a-year-long agitation, the Samyukt Kisan 
Morcha (SKM) decided to call off their protest at 
New Delhi’s borders on Thursday. Bharatiya Kisan 
Union leader Joginder Ugrahan confirmed that 
the protest will be called off, after a formal letter 
with a proposal from the government, including 
the unconditional withdrawal of all police cases 
lodged against protesters during the agitation, was 
received. 

On November 19 this year, Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi said in an announcement just months 
before elections in states like Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab that the three controversial farm laws at the 
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ing vehicles with families with small children to 
pass through a gauntlet of rock-throwing fascists. 
One hundred and fifty concertgoers were injured 
but overall, the day remained a victory for Robeson 
and the antiracists, showing that determination, 
organization, and courage could defeat racism 
even in the face of brutal attacks. 


Blacklisted, interrogated 
for being a communist 


In the aftermath, Robeson was blacklisted. 
Bookings in the U.S. disappeared, and the govern- 
ment revoked his passport in 1950, thus depriving 
him of the ability to tour abroad. Nevertheless, 
during this period, he remained politically active, 
singing and marching to support the Rosenbergs as 
they were sentenced to death by the U.S. govern- 
ment for fighting against capitalism, speaking at 
May Day rallies, appearing at benefit concerts for 
the Labor Youth League and the World Youth Festi- 
vals, speaking out against racism and imperialism. 


In 1956, he was called before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), where 
he was an unrelentingly hostile witness. Through- 
out this entire period the bourgeois Black mislead- 
ers didn't lift a finger to support him. This exposes 
how Black nationalism is a pro-ruling class idea 
and a deadend for Black workers. 


With the restoration of his passport and the up- 
surge in the Black civil-rights movement in the late 
1950s, Robeson's career saw a mild resurgence. He 
was able to tour both in the U.S. and abroad until 
illness overtook him in the mid-1960s. He died on 
January 23 in 1976. 


After his death, the bourgeoisie, both Black and 
white, engaged in a hypocritical orgy of adulation, 
naming schools, college centers, and libraries af- 
ter a man they hated, despised, and feared. All the 
while hiding and distorting what he really stood 
for: multiracial unity and a world run by and for 
working people—a communist world. 


A person's life is a process and there was only 
one Paul Robeson. He was a communist, he be- 
longed to the international working class and the 
international communist movement. He was a 
militant supporter of both.© 


eart of massive farmer protests across the country 
for over a year will be withdrawn. 


The agriculture laws were enacted on Septem- 
ber 17, 2020. Following the enactment, protests 
by farmers from across the nation — mainly from 
Punjab and Haryana — have been ongoing on the 
borders of the national capital and in different 
parts of North India. 


U.S. prepares Guam for war with China 

Defenseone.com, 12/8 — The tiny U.S. territory 
of Guam would play an outsized role in a U.S. war 
in the Pacific—and that’s why the Pentagon must 
urgently improve the island’s missile defenses, cur- 
rent and former military officials said Tuesday. 


Creating a comprehensive missile defense for 
Guam has been U.S. Indo-Pacific Command’s top 
funding priority for nearly four years, said Marine 
Lt. Gen. Stephen Sklenka, the command’s No. 2 of- 
ficer. 


“The past two successive commanders have 
gone on the record to state this. And they've 
warned all that will listen, that the threat to Guam 
will only increase over the next five years,” Sklenka 
said. “Those aren't idle threats. The rapid pace of 
China’s hypersonic technology development has 
only made the need more urgent, he said. 

Guam, located about 1,500 miles from Japan ... 
is important for command and control as well as 
logistics to project forces and equipment, Sklenka 
said. 
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The career of Paul Robeson, in both life and 
death, is an inspiring story of antiracist struggle 
and revolutionary communist class-consciousness 
and fightback, an arc that remains a model for the 
entire international working class. It’s also a story 
that makes crystal clear the racist hypocrisy of the 
U.S. ruling class, and the treachery of the bourgeois 
Black misleaders who attempted to appropriate his 
memory after his death—while during his life, did 
everything they could to repress and tarnish him. 


Robeson won an academic scholarship to Rut- 
gers University in 1915. He was only the third Black 
person ever to have attended Rutgers, and one of 
only two Black youth at Rutgers during his entire 
four years on campus. At college he was both an ac- 
ademic and athletic leader, making Phi Beta Kappa 
(an academic honorary society), as well as being a 
All-American football player, and starring in sev- 
eral other sports. And even though Robeson had a 
beautiful and powerful singing voice, he was barred 
from the Rutgers Glee Club because of racism at the 
school's social functions. 


Robeson developed a career as a concert sing- 
ing artist. He had appeared in a sing- 
ing role in the Broadway musical, 
“Show Boat” in 1928, and would re- 
peat the role in a film version seven 
years later. But he was cast in a racist 
stereotype, and Robeson hoped that 
through concerts he could side-step 
the racist pressures involved in dra- 
matic productions and films. 


Name 
Throughout this period his polit- 
ical consciousness was being devel- Address 
oped in the Communist Party. Their City. State Zip 


influence began to give him the in- 
sight that racism was not an isolated 
phenomenon, but was an intrinsic 
and necessary part of capitalism, 
and would never be defeated until 
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dreds of thousands of dollars from Black and white 
working class audiences. 


the capitalist system itself was destroyed 


Robeson’s trips to the then-communist-led So- 
viet Union in 1934 and 1936 had an enormous ef- 
fect on him, where he stated for the first time in his 
life, he felt like a human being, walking in full hu- 
man dignity. During the Spanish Civil War, moved 
by the energy, selflessness, and antiracist struggle, 
he appeared at rallies and concerts to raise mon- 
ey. He also visited Spain to give concerts for the 
communist-led International Brigades fighting the 
Spanish, German, and Italian fascists, including a 
performance on the front lines. 


In 1943, he appeared in another very success- 
ful production of Othello on Broadway. He was at 
the peak of his popularity as an antiracist, an ac- 
tor, a singer, and a fighter against fascism. By 1943, 
J. Edgar Hoover, head of the EB.I., already had him 
tagged for “preventive detention” in the event of 
some “crisis.” 


The end of World War II saw a great increase 
in racist lynchings throughout the U.S. South, 
and a rise in racist oppression in the rest of the 
country. Robeson connected sharpening racist 
attacks with U.S. imperialism in the post-World 
War II Cold War era. In April 1949, he attended 
a Paris meeting of the World Partisans of Peace, 
where he attacked imperialist plans for a new 
war against the Soviet Union and the emerging 
communist-led China. As anticommunism ran 
rampant, he was denounced by the entire Black 


Robeson also supported the anti-lynching ef- 
forts of the militant National Negro Congress. Be- 
ing outside the control of the bourgeois leadership 
of the NAACP and the Urban League, Robeson be- 
came a loathed target of bourgeois Black mislead- 
ers, especially the NAACP. 

During World War II, Robeson crisscrossed the 
U.S. appearing at rallies, concerts and other causes 
in support of the anti-fascist war effort. He drew 
enormous crowds, raising enthusiasm and hun- 
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